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MARINE CIRCULAR 

MC-2/2024/1 

4/2024 
 
FOR: Ship Owners, Ship Managers, Ship Operators, Ship Masters, Ship Officers and Flag State 
Inspectors 
 
SUBJECT: CHINA MSA SPECIAL ACTION TO PREVENT MECHANICAL AND ELECTRICAL 
EQUIPMENT FAILURES ON SHIPS 
 
PURPOSE:  
 
China MSA has issued a notice 03 April 2024 on the special action to prevent mechanical and/or 
electrical equipment failures on ships. The notice includes a preventive self-inspection guide and also 
details the inspection approach that will be undertaken. 
  
APPLICATION: 
 
This Marine Circular apply to all Tuvalu flagged vessels calling seaports and river ports in China. 
 
REFERENCES:  
 
China MSA Notice No. 5, dated 03 April 2024 - Special Action to Prevent Mechanical and Electrical 
Equipment Failures on Ships – appended to this circular. 
 
CONTENTS: 
 
1. Period 

 
The special action commenced on 07 April 2024 and shall end on 31 October 2024. 
 

2. Inspection Approach 
 
2.1 Detailed inspections on vessel’s mechanical and electrical equipment shall be carried out 

during routine Port State Control (PSC) safety inspections. 
 

2.2 A special safety inspection shall be conducted if a vessel has been identified to have 
experienced mechanical and/or electrical equipment failure and such cases may come to 
China MSA’s knowledge through various channels. 
 

2.3 China MSA will carry out joint inspections consisting of the shipping company and 
Classification Society on vessels that experiences two (2) or more mechanical and/or 
electrical equipment failures in the past 12 months, and such vessels will be required to 
submit accident analysis reports and preventive measures for mechanical and/or electrical 
equipment failures. 

 
2.4 Vessels experiencing mechanical and/or electrical equipment failure should proactively 

report to the local China MSA office and accept special safety inspections. Failure to do so 
will result in more stringent inspection and severe penalties will be imposed in accordance 
with the law. 
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3. Preventive Measures 
 
3.1 Recognized Organizations (Classification Societies) should strengthen the inspection and 

testing of electromechanical equipment on new buildings, reconstructed vessels, and vessels 
undergoing maintenance and upgrade of such equipment to reduce the risk of failure. 
 

3.2 Ship operators should instruct Masters to carry out pre-voyage self-inspection on the vessel’s 
electromechanical equipment (refer to the “Special Self-Inspection Guidelines for Preventing 
Mechanical and Electrical Equipment Failures” contained in the China MSA notice), in 
combination with the ship’s “Pre-departure inspection checklist” to timely identify and rectify 
any deficiency or hidden problems.  

 
3.3 Masters are to ensure that the crew are familiar with the emergency response measures and 

can operate and test various mechanical and electrical equipment properly and effectively. 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Deputy Registrar  
Tuvalu Ship Registry 




















